
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                         DECEMBER 11, 2016 
  
THIRD  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
Lighting the Third Advent Candle 

 Hymn – 463 
Opening Prayer 

 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, there are times when I do not feel like myself.  I 
do not like it when this happens, and when it does I usually 
dismiss from my mind the experience that has come to me.  
Occasionally, I find I am curious about how I am feeling.  I think 
about what my feelings tell me about myself, and I learn new 
things about who I am.  I find myself in one of those times 
when I do not feel like myself. The curiosity formed again, only 
this time it did not last for long, and I find I have returned to 
the different ways I dismiss what has come to mind.  I know 
from past experience that when this happens, the feelings that 
are not like me will remain.  I feel uneasy about this. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 11:2-11 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 1 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 14 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
Monday      12:30  P.W. Christmas Luncheon 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for December 18, 2016 
Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 

Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women’s “Christmas Luncheon” will take 
place tomorrow, December 12th, at 1:30pm, at Olwen’s home. 
 NOTE: our Christmas Eve service will take place on the 
preceding evening: Friday, December 23rd. 
 If you are doing your seasonal baking this year, can you make 
enough to share with the congregation at coffee time during 
Advent and Christmas, and on Christmas-Eve Eve.  There is a sign-
up.  
 You are invited to place Christmas Cards for the congregation 
on the “green tree” on the wall in the coffee room. 
 A letter giving information on stewardship as well as pledge 
cards are on the table in the coffee room. 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT 
 

…a coming into place, view or being… 
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Third Sunday of Advent (Matthew 11:1-11) 
 God has covenanted with us to bring us the fullest human life 
feasible for the person we are. The Season of Advent highlights 
how God begins that work. We all have an understanding of the 
person we are, and since that understanding is something we 
mostly inherited from our culture and whoever raised us, and since 
that understanding is always partial in the sense that it disapproves 
of some thoughts, feelings and behaviors that are true of us, the 
issue which God faces is that of making us aware of what is 
censured so that we can be made familiar with it and become able 
to use it when doing so is necessary and/or helpful. The First 
Sunday of Advent highlights the internal event of our being made 
aware of something about us that is disapproved of by our 
understanding of who we are. God does not create the content of 
the awareness; the content comes from us, from whatever was 
discouraged, repressed and/or buried as we grew up. God creates 
the awareness of what is not available to us; God creates the 
insight itself which makes what was discouraged, repressed and/or 
buried experientially real to us in the present. This internal event 
of our being made aware comes as an intrusion into our otherwise 
stable understanding of who we are, and the insight disrupts that 
understanding. Sometimes the disruption effects our ability to 
function in our life as we normally do—it depletes the energy and 
enthusiasm for ways we have lived in the past. Our habitual, if not 
instinctive, response to what intrudes into our awareness, 
especially if it is not congruent with what is already in our 
awareness, is to dismiss what intrudes and ignore it. That is, we 
make the understandable effort to maintain the self-understanding 
we inherited and internalized. The value of the awareness which 
God initiates as to what lies buried within us is that apart from this 
awareness we would remain in an understanding of our self and of 
life that worked when we were children, and will work less and less 
well as we grow older. We will try to maintain the world of our 
childhood, and will be unable to make the needed adjustments that 
will allow our life to be fruitful and fulfilling. 
 The Second Sunday of Advent highlights a different yet related 
internal event: in the middle of our habitual response of dismissing 

what has intruded into our awareness, there appears an urging to 
“think differently” about doing the dismissing. In the text for the 
Second Sunday of Advent, John the Baptist appears in the 
wilderness and calls people to repent. If we internalize this, we 
might say the wilderness is the “isolation” we experience as a result 
of what has intruded into our awareness, and John is the name 
given to the “urge” we feel to “repent,” a word which means “to 
think differently or afterwards, to reconsider.” Rather than dismiss 
what has come to awareness, we are urged to immerse ourselves in 
it, to submerge ourselves in the experience that has come to us, and 
to make an effort to explore what it tells us about ourselves. This is 
not always so easy to do, since the understanding of our self we 
inherited from childhood tells us that what has intruded into our 
awareness indicates that we have “missed the mark” [sinned], and 
is the reason our life is difficult and we do not have the “prize.” We 
know we are in Advent when we live for a time with 1) what has 
intruded into our awareness, and with 2) the urging to immerse 
ourselves in that experience, and then 3) make the effort to learn 
what has intruded tells us about ourselves. 
 Sometimes, maybe many times, we find that being in this tension 
between the need to dismiss what does not belong in our 
experience and the urge to explore what it tells us about ourselves, 
is sufficient to allow what has intruded to be approached and 
incorporated into our self-understanding. When this occurs, our 
self-understanding expands, we have a fuller life, and we are able 
to engage more effectively some situation we are facing in our life. 
If we think of God as the creator of insight, we might be able to 
grasp how living in the tension between dismissing and exploring 
can provide a fertile environment for us to feel and think our way 
into a situation and integrate feelings and thoughts previously 
prohibited. However, sometimes the urging to repent is not 
sufficient. We may wish to reconsider erasing an insight that 
troubles us; we may wish to explore the insight instead; only we find 
that we cannot, or can only do so to a limited degree. We simply 
keep dismissing what is not consistent with our familiar experience 
of our self. The Third Sunday of Advent highlights the perception 
that we are caught up in our need to dismiss what has intruded into 



our awareness, and therefore are unable to think and feel our way 
into it and make use of it. We end up imprisoned in a conflict 
between the need to dismiss what has entered our awareness and 
the urge to explore it. There are two images in the text that express 
this. The first is that John is in prison [the Greek word means “a 
place of bondage”]. We have made an effort to explore what has 
intruded into our awareness so that it can be incorporated in our 
understanding of who we are, and we realize we remain in 
bondage to the self-understanding of our childhood. We discover 
that there is something about this we cannot simply reason our 
way into and through; we remain in bondage to our past. The 
second is that followers of John come and ask Jesus if Jesus is “the 
one who is to come.” The realization dawns that what John 
represents is not sufficient to unravel the conflict in which we find 
ourselves, and that something else is needed. We do not know 
what that is exactly, but we realize that something different is 
needed. We can borrow the words Jesus used to tell the disciples 
of John what he himself is doing, and use them to list what we need 
that we cannot do for ourselves: we need the ability to see things 
to which we are blind; we need the ability to walk through our life 
while our experience is uncertain and indecisive; we need the 
ability to see as “clean” components of our life we consider “dirty” 
so we can associate with them; we need the ability to hear that to 
which we are deaf; we need what is dead to us to help us live; we 
need encouragement when we are frightened to the point of 
begging for what will sustain us; and we need the good fortune to 
not be offended by what has been sent us. 
 If we think of John the Baptist as that which urges us to 
reconsider dismissing a feeling or thought that does not fit our 
understanding of who we are, urges us instead to think about what 
has been disclosed to us, to explore it and consider its value—what 
we discover in the third week of Advent is that there are limits to 
what this urging can accomplish. John’s advice moves us to look at 
what we inherited regarding how our life should be; and, in that 
sense, it brings us the awareness of how we are influenced by our 
past; but that does not bring with it the awareness of why or how 
we are held by our past. Jesus says: “Truly I tell you, among those 

born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet 
the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” Some 
influence other than the urging to explore is needed to unlock why 
exploring is so difficult or even impossible. 

This issue presents itself in the third week of Advent as we come 
to terms with the truth that there are limits to how much can 
happen from the urging John represents. What makes this difficult 
is the reality that apart from trying to understand, we do not know 
what else to do. We try on a way to understand the feeling that has 
intruded, only to discover that doing so does not shed much light, 
and, in fact, turns out to also be a way of dismissing rather than 
exploring. And, we go through this again and again. We have a 
difficult time abiding in this ambiguity, abiding with issues that do 
not resolve. Realizing this creates an absence in us, in that it 
becomes difficult for us to continue to be proactive in coming to 
terms with what has intruded. This absence will become the way for 
us to experience a different way for our minds to work [something 
that is addressed in the Season of Christmas]. 

[Jim Robie, 12-8-16, Lectionary Cycle A, Matthew 3:1-11] 
 


